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BACKGROUND

In recent years, the global healthcare community has
been grappling with the rising threat of antimicrobial
resistance (AMR), a phenomenon that poses a
significant risk to public health.! In response to this
growing concern, Integrated Antimicrobial Stewardship
Programs (iASPs) have emerged as a critical tool to
optimize antimicrobials, enhance patient outcomes,
and mitigate the impact of AMR.2 However, as we
evaluate the public health perspective of iASPs, it
becomes evident that the reality in the Indian scenario
presents unique challenges and opportunities.?

CONTEXTUAL APPROACH

The diversity in healthcare practices across urban and
rural settings in India necessitates a contextual
approach to iAMSP interventions.* Recognizing the
variability in healthcare infrastructure, knowledge
dissemination must be tailored to address different
regions' specific needs and constraints. This approach
acknowledges that a one-sizefits-all solution is
inadequate, and interventions must be adapted to the
cultural, social, and economic contexts in which they
are implemented.Moreover, considering the prevalence
of informal healthcare providers in rural areas,
integrating iAMSP strategies into community health

programs becomes crucial.® Empowering local
healthcare providers with the knowledge and tools to
practice responsible antimicrobial use can contribute
significantly to the success of stewardship initiatives in
remote and underserved areas.

FEASIBILITY ASSESSMENT

Feasibility hinges on several factors, one being the
integration of iAMSPs into routine clinical workflows.®
Streamlining interventions within existing healthcare
processes ensures sustainability. This integration can
be facilitated by leveraging electronic health records
and digital platforms to monitor and guide
antimicrobial prescribing practices.

Furthermore, feasibility is contingent on the availability
of diagnostics. Strengthening laboratory infrastructure
for rapid and accurate microbial identification is
pivotal. Point-of-care diagnostics can provide timely
information to guide antimicrobial prescriptions,
particularly in resource-constrained settings where
traditional microbiological facilities may be limited.?

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The success of iAMSPs is contingent on the active
involvement of the community.! Public awareness
campaigns, tailored to local languages and cultural
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nuances, can enhance understanding and foster
responsible antimicrobial use at the grassroots level.

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241509
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